
 

A Birthright Family Story 
In late February of this year, a young couple came to our 
ministry seeking help.  They found themselves in an 
unplanned pregnancy & didn’t know what to do.  
Neither felt ready to face this milestone in their lives. 

Kate had taken quite a few home pregnancy tests, but 
Andrew wasn’t believing the positive results & that she 
was really pregnant.  So, he did some research online, & 
found our Birthright center.  They came in for a second 
opinion & took one of our free pregnancy test…lo & 
behold, it showed a positive result.  This news, 
confirming that Kate was indeed pregnant, coincidently 
arrived on her birthday.  It was definitely not the gift she 
was looking for & the couple wasn’t sure which direction 
to go in. 

We sat & spoke for a while, talking about their options, 
but Kate couldn’t see any other option, aside from 
abortion.  She was in school & knew her parents 
wouldn’t be happy with this news.  She did not have a 
doctor, so we made arrangements for her to go to 
Tepeyac, a Pro-Life doctor’s practice we work closely 
with.  When Kate & Andrew left our office, they sat in 
their car, talked & cried together.  Over the next few 
days, they went back & forth with what to do, from one 
extreme to the other…from talking about abortion, to 
names for their baby. 

A week later (when she was 8 weeks along), they saw 
their baby girl on the sonogram at her doctor’s appt, 
complete with her heart beating & knew they had to 
make the right decision.  It was far from an easy one, but 
at that moment, they chose life for their little girl!  The 
next step was to tell his parents & that went well. 

Over the next few months, as they prepared for this new 
life in their family, Andrew got a second job, so as to 
provide in a better way for his family, & began to save.  
His parents were supportive from the beginning, but 
Kate’s parents took a little longer.  In fact, it took months 
for Kate to feel comfortable sharing the news with her  

Mom.  While not happy about the news, her Mom was 
supportive & shared the news with her Dad.  Andrew felt 
it was important to speak with Kate’s Dad man to man 
about this, which happened a short time later.  In the 
end, this family was blessed with both families’ support 
as they welcomed Lillian Faye into the world on October 
8th, 2016…one of the greatest blessings of all! 

Admittedly, Andrew was overwhelmed when he first 
looked at Lily & Kate was in shock, at first glance of her 
little girl.  This was now becoming so real to them, & 
they knew in that instant that they’d made the right 
choice.  They’re both happily committed to doing the 
right thing for their family, going forward.  Andrew has a 
new job, allowing for more saving for their future, & Kate 
continues to work & go to school, as they prepare for a 
life shared together with their new baby girl.  God has 
truly blessed Lily with devoted & loving parents!   

We, here at Birthright, feel honored & humbled to have 
played a small part in helping this couple choose life!  
Thank you, to all our donors, who make our ministry 
possible.  Without you, we could never help the number 
of families we do, & achieve the miraculous outcomes 
like that of Kate & Andrew’s story!   

God bless you all & a Merry Christmas! 
Elaine Marshall, Executive Director 
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Special Deliveries at 
Birthright 

We added three new members to the Birthright family in 
2016.  Three of our amazing Birthright volunteers had 
babies over the course of the year.   

The first baby, Annabel, 
arrived in early March.  
Annabel’s mom, Diane 
Pane, states that their 
sweet girl is their miracle 
baby.  After their son 
Vincent was born, they 
had tried for years to have 
another child.   After 3 
miscarriages, Diane began 
losing hope, thankfully her 
husband never did.  They 
continued to pray to Saint 
Gerard (Patron Saint of 
expectant mothers) and 
finally became pregnant with precious Annabel. 

Trisha Victor and her 
husband welcomed 
their third child, Ryley 
Noah, in late April.  
When asked about  her 
baby boy, Trisha shares 
that Ryley is a very 
h a p p y g u y w h o i s 
constantly smiling.  He 
is already eating baby 
food and will most likely be crawling by Christmas.  He is 
adored by his older sisters and he loves all his Birthright 
“aunties”.  Congrats to Trisha and family on the birth of 
Ryley! 

In November, just before 
Thanksgiving, our t iniest 
volunteer arrived right on his 
due date.  Baby Damien 
James came into this world 
a f ter an uncompl icated, 
natural birth.  He weighed in at 
a whopping 10 lbs 8 oz.  Both 
mommy, Carla Galdo, and 
baby boy Damien are doing 
well!We are so happy to 
welcome these precious little 
ones into the Birthright family! 

Thank you to our many 
Volunteers! 
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Adopt A Mom Campaign 
A special thanks to Suzanne Martin & her Mary 
Kay cosmetics business for putting together gift 
bags for the Moms we serve in her Adopt A Mom 
campaign! 

Beach, Larry Holz, Alicia

Bidinger, Stephanie Kennedy, Maureen

Biller, Bob Kersten, Barb

Blue, Diane Lindo, Pam

Bongiovanni, Donna Linzmeyer, Mary 

Boyle, Lisa Lucier, Mary

Buehler, Jeanette Manocchio, Kathleen

Cannata, Natalie Marinich, Ed

Chevrier, Deirdre Marinich, Jane

Costaneda, Viviane Marshall , Elaine

Cypher, Sue McWilliams, Kenny

DeAngelo, Judi McWilliams, Ligia

Dicks, Denise Morrison, Geri

Diederich, Brooke Pacifico, Wendy

DiGirolamo, Kat Pedroza, Martha

Dowgiello, Nancy Phelps, Carolynn

Droddy, Della Quintana, Rosa

Dumas, Dawn Russell, Kati

Fedigan, Lizbeth Russell, Cindy

Ferguson, Tess Saucedo, Irene

Finn, Betty Snyder, Susan

Follett, Rose Smith, Lauren

Fongheiser, Pat Swanchara, Daniel

Forbes, Cheryl Thompson, Barb

Galdo, Carla Trollinger, Sydney

Garman, Pat Victor, Trisha

German, Jill Welti, Kathy

Glover, Mary White, Pam

Guscrora, Lucas



Volunteer Spotlight 

Meet Rose Follett… 

I started my work at Birthright of Loudoun County 10 
years ago!  When I began, we were still in the office 
on Loudoun Street, which was upstairs, making it 
difficult for moms with strollers and infants to 
navigate.  Moving to the "new" office on King Street 
was a blessing.   I first responded to a notice about 
Birthright in the St. Theresa Church bulletin.  
Birthright was looking for someone to write thank 
you notes to the donors.  Ten years later, I am still 
writing notes.  Along the way, I have met many 
interesting and devoted volunteers and many have 
become very good friends.   I feel it is very important 
for our donors to get a hand written personal note of 
thanks.   And even though the cards, thanks to Jane 
Marinich, have a printed message I always add a 
written sentence or two at the bottom.  I’m blessed 
with two grown children, three grandchildren and 
have lived in Virginia with my husband, Bob, for 56 
years. 

Meet Rosa Quintana… 

Place of Birth:  
Nicaragua, 
Central America 
Living in the US: 
37 years 
Living in 
Leesburg: 30+ 
years 
Church: St. John’s 
Catholic Church 
Position in the Church:  Minister of the Eucharist 
Number of Children:  Three amazing daughters who 
are all grown and married   
Number of Grandchildren:  Two grandchildren 
My Passion:  Helping the Hispanic population and 
volunteering at Birthright 

Meet Jane Marinich… 

I worked as a school 
c o u n s e l o r f o r t h e 
Alexandria City Publ ic 
Schools for 24 years. Before 
I retired, I heard about 
Birthright in the Church 
bulletin at St. Mary of 
Sorrows in Fairfax and I 
thought that the mission of 
Birthright would be a good 
fit for me when I retired 
from the school system. We 
are blessed in our family to 
have two beautiful children 
and six grandchildren because two young mothers 
chose life for their babies. We moved to Purcellville in 
2004 and I was delighted to find a call for volunteers in 
the Sunday bulletin at St. Francis De Sales Catholic 
Church. I have been a volunteer since 2005 and it has 
been a very rewarding experience. In addition to my 
time in the office I also help out with computer projects 
and financial duties. I now serve on the Board as 
treasurer and enjoy working with the financial aspects of 
Birthright. It has been a privilege to work with such kind 
and loving volunteers. It has been a joy to witness and 
experience the caring for moms and their little ones.  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Birthright of Loudoun County wants to thank all the churches who so generously held baby bottle drives to 
benefit the office.   *Our Lady of Hope   *St. John the Apostle   *Corpus Christi   *St. Francis de Sales

Office Hours: 

Monday - Friday 9:30am - 12:30pm; 
Tuesday evenings 4:00-8:00pm;  

and by Appointment 

“Like” us on Facebook 
under “Birthrights in Virginia” 

DON’T FORGET!!  Birthright of Loudoun County is a 
proud recipient of donations through Amazon 

Smile.  Use this link smile.amazon.com/ch/
23-7452641 to stock up for Christmas and Amazon 
will donate a portion of your purchases to Birthright 

of Loudoun County. 

https://smile.amazon.com/gp/r.html?C=3NBAQVNMRXT55&R=39I3L8DG7KYKQ&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F23-7452641&A=ZAQR7R4POJQ5DQASJXGLW0M9HJUA&H=1LWELNFW96XYY0QZZDAXT6IMQJSA
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/r.html?C=3NBAQVNMRXT55&R=39I3L8DG7KYKQ&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F23-7452641&A=ZAQR7R4POJQ5DQASJXGLW0M9HJUA&H=1LWELNFW96XYY0QZZDAXT6IMQJSA
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/r.html?C=3NBAQVNMRXT55&R=39I3L8DG7KYKQ&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F23-7452641&A=ZAQR7R4POJQ5DQASJXGLW0M9HJUA&H=1LWELNFW96XYY0QZZDAXT6IMQJSA
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/r.html?C=3NBAQVNMRXT55&R=39I3L8DG7KYKQ&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F23-7452641&A=ZAQR7R4POJQ5DQASJXGLW0M9HJUA&H=1LWELNFW96XYY0QZZDAXT6IMQJSA
http://airmail.calendar/2016-12-04%2012:00:00%20EST


Community Events 
Ketterman’s Christmas Tree Contest 
Birthright of Loudoun County is very 
excited to participate again this year 
in the Ketterman’s Christmas Tree 
Decorating Contest.  The theme for 
the Birthright tree is, Babies… cute 
as a button; unique as a snowflake.  
V o t i n g i s a v a i l a b l e d u r i n g 
Ke t t e r m a n ’s b u s i n e s s h o u r s 
beginning Friday, November 25th 
and ending on December 24th.  
Please consider driving over to 
Ketterman’s and voting for the 
Birthright tree. 
A special “thank you” to the high 
schoolers that are a part of the St. 
Francis de Sales Students for Life program, they crafted each 
unique snowflake.  Additionally, a huge “thank you” to Donna 
Bongiovanni for the beautifully embroidered ribbon that shares our 
special theme on the tree.  

Birthright Takes to the Dance Floor
Birthright volunteer, Irene Saucedo, 
organized a dazzling fundraiser for 
Birthright.  On November 19th, 
individuals attended a ZUMBA 
event with all proceeds benefitting 
the office.  This event came the 
weekend before Thanksgiving, 
giving participants an excuse to eat 
just a little more turkey after their 
intense ZUMBA work out.  Thank you 
to all the volunteers and participants who made this event a 
success! 

Community Booths
Birthright participated in two exciting 
community events in Loudoun County.  
The office had a booth at Leesburg 
Elementary School during their 
Community Services Event on August 
8th, 2016.  The event was sponsored 
by the Department of Family Services 
and was meant to give families 
valuable community resources before 
the start of the school year. 

Birthright also had a booth at the 
Leesburg P&R International Festival.  This event was a fun filled day 
for families within Loudoun County.  Birthright shared our mission 
with those who stopped by the booth. 
We very much enjoyed being a part of these exciting community 
events! 
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Our Current Needs 

Boys & Girls new clothes sizes 0 to 9 
months (especially long sleeve onesies, 
gowns, stretch suits and sleepers with 
feet) 
Boys & Girls winter coats sizes 9-18 
months (new or used) 
Crib sheets 
Baby blankets & towels 
Baby wash 
Baby diaper cream 
Baby bottles 4oz. & 8oz. 
Baby wipes 
Diapers sizes Newborn, 1, 2, 3 & 4 
Maternity clothes all sizes (new or used) 

CFC Campaign 

If you’re having trouble donating 
through the CFC, please go to 

www.gatewaycfc.org.   
If you continue to have trouble there, 
please go directly to our website: 

www.BirthrightOfLoudoun.com 
Click the “donate” button to contribute 

through PayPal. 
Thank you for your generous donation. 

2016 Statistics 

Unique clients : 280 
Total Visits : 680 
Closets and Boutiques       
(Supplies) : 435 
Pregnancy Tests : 174 
Layettes : 76

L to R: Kati Russell, Elaine Marshall

L to R: Kati Russell, Ali Russell,    
Cynthia Russell, Danielle Russell

L to R: Irene Saucedo, Dana Clark, 
Mary Linzmeyer

http://www.gatewaycfc.org
http://www.BirthrightOfLoudoun.com
http://www.gatewaycfc.org
http://www.BirthrightOfLoudoun.com

